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the process of assisting the recovery of an ecosystem that has been degraded, damaged, or destroyed

JIMMYCOMELATELY CREEK: pre-restoration in 
1999, a total of 7 endangered chum salmon returned 
to spawn; post-restoration in 2010, a total of 4,027 
chum returned. 

MORSE CREEK: 19 engineered log jams (ELJs) 
installed for salmon habitat. 12.5 acres of floodplain 
reconnected. Channel lengths before restoration = 
1,200 feet; after restoration = 1,900 feet main 
channel and 700 feet side channels.

ELWHA RIVER: 33 ELJs installed (17 more planned 
2012-13). 3 side channels with salmon habitat 
improvements. 3 dikes removed. 30,000 native trees 
and shrubs planted.

HOKO RIVER: 1 fish-blocking culvert removed. 2 
log bridges and associated channel constrictions 
removed. 9 ELJs installed to improve instream habitat 
complexity, floodplain connectivity, and salmon 
access to side channels, as well as reduce chronic 
bank erosion.

WHAT IS ECOLOGICAL RESTORATION?
Degraded, damaged, or destroyed ecosystems 
can often recover more quickly with human 
assistance.  Carefully chosen restoration actions 
can accelerate the ecosystem towards improved 
health and function.

Local salmon habitat success stories:

WHY BOTHER?
HOW DO YOU BENEFIT?

A restored ecosystem
can provide a number
of goods and services

that humans
care about:
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